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The choreographer Macheo Duato ran the Compania MNacional de B RECOMMEND Looms, Agencies Fole of China’s ¢
Danza in Spain and its associated junior troupse, CHND2, for 20 years | TWITTER ﬁ;ﬁﬁz{ﬂr i SRS
until — in a storm of recriminations with the Spanish gevernment — 5 genm o
he left last year. Unsurprisingly, the companies won't retain the E:hinl
extensive repertory he created for them. At the Skirball Center on [ FPRINT
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Friday night CND2 presented three piaces by Mr. Duato on a program  [f REFRINTS
that is part of a final tour of his waork. S AR

&, Enlarge Thiz Inage The young CHND2 dancers are
wonderful interpreters of the slippery, EIALIITHNENS

fluid style that has waon Mr. Duato 5UMMER

considerable renown, particularly in

Eurcope. That style combines a ballet-based stretch and line
with an earthier, grounded weightiness, At the same time

danecers in a Duate work move with the darting ease of fish

through water, sliding through a partner’s arms, flowing

through quick turns and jumps studded with rippling

torsos, flexzed feet and crocked arms, sudden stops and
CHD? Sandra Guénin and Giuzeppe eye-imnprinting lifts.
Dagostino in Macho Dusto's "Amorozo”

at the Skirball Center. Mare Photos » It's all wery appealing to watch, and to listen to. The three

works on the program offered the gorgecus Catalan felk

Multimedia songs of Maria del Mar Bonet in “Jardi Tancat™; Venetian

MOST E-MAILED RECOMMENDED FOR ¥OU
and Meopolitan music of the 16th and 17th centuries in
“L’Amorose”; and Spanish and Merth African songs in
“Gnawa.” Mr. Duato constantly but uncobtrusively
dermnonstrates his craft. Dancers weave in and out of lines
= that dissclve into pairs, trios, quintets, a circle and back to a
=3 Slice Show line with kaleidoscopic inevitability. In “Gwana,” midway Log in o discover more sricles kel
CHDz through, a group forms a dense circle near the back of the  P8ssd onwhat youtve read. _
stage as first one dancer, then ancother and ancther is lifted | Login | [ Register Now | rhats This? | Don't Shou
Blog high into the air to the propulsive, percussive rhythms.
#ﬁ;slaﬂ’;‘:’:nn T It's a thrilling moment, and it shows Mr. Duato’s THE L ESTATE

arts, coverage of
live events,

critical reviews ; : .
Coets vocabulary in the dances. “Jardi Tancat,” Mr. Duato's first

extravaganzas and much more.  werk {created in 19872 for the junier troupe of the
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Mederlands Dlans Theater, where he then danced), is still
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one of his strongest in terms of evoking a specific context.

considerable physical and musical responsiveness. But high APP- HEI:P

cints like this are watered down by a sarneness of
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We feel the urgent pull of the earth for these performers, dancing in an enclosure of sticks,
their sense of community, of desperation and hope. Sandra Guénin, Huge Cortey, Alba
Carbonell, Erez Ilan, Hegjae Chei and Eliton Barres were all wonderful.

But “L’Amorese” (alse a three-couple sextet) goes by in a blur of prettiness and
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competence, and “Gnawa” too loses any urgency in its sentimental overlay of water and

bird sounds, a candle-carrying procession and picturesque central couple (Hugo Cortey

and Mz, Thoi) who seem to symbolize ... something. MNone of that takes away from the THE NEW CONNECT TODAY
superb dancing, particularly from Mr. Ilan in a whirling central sclo. How CHND2 will D e achylk ON FACEBOOK »
reinvent itself remains to be seen; these dancers are ready for greater things. ; ? dealhnuk.nfllm:s.tuﬁ




